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and very effective modification of the custom. There
were at the moment eleven English ships lying in the
Golden Horn. He ordered that every one of them should
have pots of fire tied to its yard-arms and thus adorned
anchor under the Grand Signer's windows. The strata-
gem worked like a spell. Before the Grand Signor had
time to notice the pageant, news of it was carried to the
Grand Vizier; and he instantly hastened, by a fair
accommodation, to put out the fires which otherwise

might have singed his own beard.1

*****

The pashas gave no less eloquent evidence of their
contempt for the English at this period by the attitude
they adopted in some very delicate questions that arose
out of their war for the conquest of Crete (1645-1669).
While Bendyshe was blamed by his own* countrymen for
helping the Turk against the Venetians, the Turk blamed
him for precisely the opposite ofience. English ships
were to be found not only provisioning the Venetian
forces in the island,* but also assisting in the victories of
the Venetian fleets. In vain did the Ambassador plead
that neither he nor his Government was responsible for
these unfriendly acts. The Turks knew that the whole
of Christendom, including even their French allies, was
sympathetic towards their enemies. They knew that
both afloat and ashore the Venetians enjoyed the enthu-
siastic, or interested, assistance of numerous volunteers
drawn from every part of Europe. The English were
one of these hostile elements. The pashas, smarting
under their losses, threatened that, unless the English

1 Ricaut, 84. The fair accommodation consisted, I think, in
a present of 3,000 dollars : unless the S.P. (the " Articles of
Treason " already cited) from which I derive this, as well as the
figure of ^ the original claim, refers to some other transaction of
similar kind about the same time, which is not very likely*